Case report: serial serum HCG measurements in a patient with an ectopic pregnancy: a case for caution.
Improvements in the use of ultrasound in early pregnancy have resulted in improved diagnosis of miscarriage and ectopic pregnancy. There are still, however, a significant number of women with a suspected abnormal pregnancy, where transvaginal ultrasound is unable to locate the pregnancy. The concern is the possibility of ectopic pregnancy. An alternative diagnostic tool is required and it has been suggested that it is possible to monitor serum beta human chorionic gonadotrophin. The present case highlights the potential dangers of this management.